
  WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

September 2023 

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce, it began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com 

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 
 

 
Welcome Back Broncos!! 

 

We (WP School Board) are excited to welcome back each student this fall. We are looking forward to a successful year.  

The building and renovation project has been in full swing all summer. Most can see the progress on the new addition 

and that building is almost enclosed. Our renovations on the 1933 building are 95% complete on the third floor and 

welcomed students and staff back on 8/29. Second floor is scheduled for completion in December 2023. We appreciate 

everyone’s patience and understanding as we navigated this journey with many supplier and workforce challenges. The 

biggest blessing is the complete HVAC system that provides for comfortable learning environments.  As we continue 

throughout the school year, there will be an intersection improvement at Vinita and Shawnee in September, and the new 

building cement should be poured in September.   

 

We welcomed nine new teachers this year and our enrollment is strong.  The students had a very busy first day with 

many safety drills, class meetings, and catching up with classmates.  Our fall sports teams are busy with their first games 

under their belts.  Thank you to our parents, patrons, and students for your continued understanding and grace during our 

progress.  As always, if you have questions or concerns, please reach out to Mr. Geier.  It’s a Great Day to Be a 

BRONCO! 

 

Allison Sandman 

WP School Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Wauneta Harvest Festival 2023, fun was had by all! 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
GT MEMORIAL CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 
  

Thank you to everyone that made the 3rd annual 

GT Memorial Cornhole Tournament a success.  

We had 32 teams.  Congratulations to all the 

winners, Chad Cochran and Keithan Cochran, 

cornhole tournament champs and the Tanner 

Bardsley family the winner or the raffle. 

 

 

 

1st place Chad and Keith Cochran 

2nd Place Jerry Rowley and Randy Roesner 

3rd Place Shannon Rammage and Mark Carrizales 



 

Gary Edward Greeley was born March 16, 1942, to Margaret and Floyd Greeley 
in North Platte, Nebraska.  Gary and his family moved to Hamlet, Ne in 1946, where he 
attended Hamlet Grade School, and graduated from Wauneta High School in 1960.   

Gary met the love of his life, Dawanna Greeley (Spady) in Imperial Nebraska 
where they were later married on July 27, 1963. They resided in Imperial Nebraska 
until 2003, when they moved to Hamlet, Nebraska into the Greeley family home.  They 
lived in Hamlet until March 2021, when they moved to Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he 
resided until his death on July 8, 2023, surrounded by his family. 

Gary and Dawanna enjoyed riding horses, and team roping together, being 
active members of the Southwest Nebraska Roping Club for many years.   
Gary and Dawanna travelled locally to area roping clubs, many times taking home the 
buckles.  Gary was a class A header, and Dawanna was his heeler, and this was their 
passion for decades.  Gary and Dawanna moved to Champion Highway in 1975, where 
they resided until 2003, when they moved to Hamlet. 

Gary is survived by his loving wife, Dawanna Greeley (Spady), daughters, Kerry 
Weiss (Greeley) and Jami Greeley, granddaughter Shelbi Greeley, and grandsons, 
Jack Weiss, Samuel Greeley, and Carlos Brown, and great grandchildren, Levi 
Greeley, Ahlana and Christopher (Juney) Burden, and Ezra Weiss.  Sister Sheila 
Knudsen (Greeley) and husband Jim, Sister-in-Law Gwen Greeley, Gary and Sharon 
Spady, Dwight Spady, Lennie and Teri Spady, and Kyle and Dana Spady.  Numerous 
nieces and nephews, and dozens of cousins.  

Gary was preceded in death by his parents, Floyd & Margaret Greeley (Brown), 
Father and mother-in-law, Harold and Donna Spady, Sister Patricia Roth (Greeley) 
Brother Jim Greeley and Sister in Law Mary Greeley, Brother Terry Greeley, nieces 
Jennifer (Knudsen) Bergsten Annabeth (Greeley)Longhofer nephew Adam Spady. 

Memorial Services are October 21st, 2023, at the Wauneta Community Hall from 
12-3 PM (Mountain time) Lunch will be served. 

 

 

  Where in Wauneta?  

 
 

Last Month’s Where in Wauneta was at Joe and Ann Aufdengarten. 

 

If you have a picture you would like to submit for the Where in Wauneta, please bring it to Sandhills State Bank and 
we can make a copy of it for a later issue. 
 



 
 

 

GUESS WHO?? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Last Month was Dale and Hank 

Wicke 
 

 

 

 

 

Yard of the Month 

 

Randy & Kathy Geier 

 

Congratulations! 



 

 

 

Recipes by Rhonda 

Cookies and Cream Brownies 
1 ½ cups sugar 
¾ cup flour 
½ cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
½ tsp salt 
¼ tsp baking powder 
¾ cup unsalted butter 
3 eggs 
1 tsp Vanilla 
32 Oreos divided 
1-8 oz cool whip thawed 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9-inch baking dish. 
Mix sugar, flour, cocoa powder, salt and baking powder together in a mixing bowl. 
Whisk butter, eggs and vanilla together in a separate bowl.  Add butter mixture to flour mixture until well combined. 
Pour ½ of batter into the baking dish and smooth out with a spatula. Add 16 Oreo cookies in an even layer (4 rows of 4 cookies) 
then spread the remaining batter over top. 
Bake in the preheated oven until the edges are brown and the center is set, 30 to 35 minutes. 
Remove pan from oven and set on wire rack. Let Brownies cool completely, at least 30 minutes. 
Crush 12 of the remaining Oreo cookies.  Place cool whip in a bowl and fold in the crushed cookies.  Spread over the top of the 
Brownies.  Crush the remaining 4 cookies and sprinkle on top. Keep refrigerated until ready to serve. 
 
 

Overnight Blueberry French Toast 
 
12 slices day old bread, cut into 1 inch cubes   Blueberry Sauce: 
2 – 8 oz packages cream cheese cut into 1-inch cubes                     1 cup sugar 
1 cup fresh blueberries      1 cup water 
12 eggs beaten       2 TBSP cornstarch. 
2 cups of milk       1 cup fresh blueberries 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract     1 TBSP Butter 
1/3 cup maple syrup 
 
Prepare Casserole: 
Lightly grease a 9x13 inch baking dish.  Arrange ½ of the bread cubes in the dish and top with cream cheese cubes, sprinkle the 
blueberries over the cream cheese, then top with remaining bread cubes. 
Whisk eggs, milk, vanilla extract and syrup together in a large bowl until well combined; pour over the bread cubes.  Cover and 
refrigerate overnight. 
Remove casserole from refrigerator about 30 minutes before baking.  Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Bake casserole in the oven, 
covered for 30 minutes.  Uncover, and continue to bake until center is firm, and surface is lightly browned, about 25 to 30 
minutes. 
Meanwhile, prepare blueberry sauce.  Mix sugar, water and cornstarch together in a medium pan; bring to a boil and cook, stirring 
constantly, 3 to 4 minutes.  Stir in blueberries, reduce heat to low, simmer until all blueberries burst, about 10 minutes.  Stir in 
butter.  Serve portions of casserole on plates and pour warm syrup over the top. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wauneta Global Methodist Church Welcomes Pastor Brian Loy. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Church Worship Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                       Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 11:00 am MT                                                              Sunday 10:00 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

  
Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 

Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT 
 

  
 
 
NOTICE! 
Movie times are changing to Sat at 7 
and Sun at 2 
in September 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wauneta Public Library welcomes Amanda Ziegler as the new Library Director! Amanda and her 
husband Larry moved here just over a year ago from The Bitterroot Valley in southwestern Montana. 
Amanda is looking forward to this position as she pursued a degree in English at University and has 
aspired to be a librarian since childhood. I am excited to place the reigns into her capable hands. 
Please feel free to stop in and welcome Amanda to our community if you haven't had the chance to do 
so! Oh, and don't forget to check out a book or two! Or three... 
Warm Wishes, 
 Marsha Cameron 

 
WAUNETA LIBRARY NOTES 
 
 
We also wanted to be sure to thank the community for 100 years of 
support, the honor of being the Grand Marshals at this years 
Festival and thank everyone again for the opportunity to represent 
our town! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools was 

convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 6:04 PM Mountain on August 14, 2023, in the Central Office, Wauneta 

Attendance Center, PO Box 368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved method for 

giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of 

the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of the meetings and advance notification to the listed media 

of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting. Availability of the agenda was 

communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All 

proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to 

the attendance of the public. 

 

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open Meeting 

Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the public. 

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

 

I. Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm MT. 

 

I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

I.2. Posting Verification. Fanning and Maris verified the postings of the meeting. 

 

I.3. Open Meetings Act 

I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call. Present: Sandman, Fanning, Jutten, McKinney, Maris, Wheeler 



III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. To add amending school calendar for start date of school year 

and approve the Nebraska agriculture Academy cost and services passed with a motion by John Jutten and a second by Marty 

Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments Pertaining to Action Items. None. 

V. Discussion Items 

V.1. Building Progress Update. Mark Loseke of BD shared an update of both floors, and the steel building.  

VI. Action Items 

VI.1. Approval and Signing of July Regular Meeting Minutes. To approve and sign the 7/17/2023 regular meeting minutes passed 

with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.2. Approval of District Expenditures and Monthly Budget Reports. To approve district expenditures of Payroll: $233,555.82, 

General Fund Accounts Payable: $182,265.86, Building Fund Accounts Payable: $568,933.01 for a total of $984,754.69 and accept 

the monthly budget reports as presented passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.3. Approve Real Estate Purchase. To approve real estate purchase of house north of the school for $35000 passed with a 

motion by John Jutten and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.4. Approve BD Construction Building Pay App #6. To approve BD Construction pay app #6 for $568,933.01 passed with a motion 

by John Jutten and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.5. Approve and Adopt 2023-2024 Handbooks. To adopt the 2023-2024 handbooks for PK-12 passed with a motion by Laurie 

Maris and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.6. Approve Teaching Contracts. To approve Monte Burrell .5 FTE for 2023-2024 school year and Laynee Merrill 1 FTE for 2nd 

semester January 2024 passed with a motion by Aaron McKinney and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.7. Adopt Board Resolution Pertaining LB243. To adopt board resolution pertaining to LB243 passed with a motion by John 

Jutten and a second by Laurie Maris. Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison 

Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.8. Amend School Calendar for Change of Start Date. To amend the 2023-2024 school calendar to approve change of start date 

on 8/29/2023 for K-12 and 8/30/2023 for PK and last day of school 5/24/2024 passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second 

by Allison Sandman. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.9. Approval of Nebraska Agriculture Academy Services. To approve the Nebraska Agriculture Academy curriculum for 2023-

2024 for $10,125 first semester passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 



VII. Policy Review. None 

VIII. Administrative Reports 

VIII.1. Superintendent Report. Mr. Geier shared that he has been working on the budget for 2023-2024 and is reviewing different 

scenarios. He is keeping up with the construction project and welcoming our new teachers. 

 

VIII.2. Principal Report. Mr. Frecks updated the board with the Bronco Academy attendance and success of the program. Updated 

the board on getting the buildings ready for school. Enrollment numbers look positive.  

 

VIII.3. ESU 15 Report. Sandman reported ESU 15 meeting tomorrow. 

 

VIII.4. NASB Update. Area membership meeting is Tuesday, August 29th in North Platte. 

 

IX. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None 

X. Next Regular Meeting. Monday, September 18, 2023, at 6 pm MT/7 CT for Budget Hearing and regular meeting to follow. 

 

XI. Adjourn. Sandman adjourned the meeting at 7:36 pm MT. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marj Rundback, 
Recording Secretary 
 
Dated this August 14, 2023 
Chase County School District #536 
a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 
 

 
Lela Hamilton purchases a Harvest Festival t-shirt 
each year.  She recently had a quilt made out of all 
her shirts. 
 
What a neat idea? 
 
This is beautiful. 
 
Thanks for sharing, Lela! 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


