
WAUNETA HAPPENINGS MAY 2026  
Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce. It began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to keep the people informed about what is happening in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, stories, 
or pictures, please get in touch with a Chamber member.  

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To donate, please send it to the Wauneta Chamber, P.O. Box 211, Wauneta, NE 69045. Thank you to all who have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 
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         Wauneta Chamber Business of the Month: Rural  Rehabilitation Services, LLC  
 
The Wauneta Chamber of Commerce is proud to recognize Rural Rehabilitation  Services, LLC 
(RRS) as this monthôs Business of the Month. Owned and operated by Jessie Kerchal, RRS has 
been serving southwest Nebraska and eastern Colorado for the past five years, providing vital 
speech, language, and swallowing therapy to individuals of all ages. 
 
Located at 130 N Tecumseh Ave in Wauneta, Rural Rehabilitation Services was founded with a clear 
purpose: to meet the growing need for accessible therapy services in rural communities. Jessie saw 
firsthand the challenges families facedðlong travel distances, limited access to care, and insurance 
barriers that often prevented individuals from receiving the therapy they needed. Determined to make 
a difference, she created Rural Rehab to ensure that quality care could be delivered locally and 
tailored to each individual. 
 
Rural Rehab provides comprehensive speech therapy services, which goes beyond just 
helping someone ñspeak more clearly.ò Speech therapy can support communication, including 
speech and language development, as well as cognitive skills like memory, helping individuals eat 



and drink safely. Services are offered across the lifespanðfrom young children with developmental 
delays to adults recovering from stroke, neurological conditions, or living with progressive diseases. 
Rural Rehabilitation Services stands out for its specialized training and commitment to evidence-
based care. Jessie and her team are certified in SPEAK OUT!®  and LSVTLOUD®,  two highly 
respected programs designed to improve voice, communication, and overall quality of life for 
individuals with Parkinsonôs disease. These programs focus on strengthening the voice and 
increasing vocal loudness, helping patients maintain their ability to communicate effectively. In 
addition, RRS utilizes an advanced therapy approach that uses neuromuscular electrical stimulation 
combined with targeted exercises to improve swallowing function and safety. 
 
Rural Rehab also has a strong focus on pediatric care, providing early intervention and therapy for 
children with developmental delays. Services may address speech sound development, language 
skills, feeding concerns, and overall communication, helping children build a strong foundation for 
success at home, in school, and in social settings. 
 
What truly sets the business apart is its flexibility and personalized approach. Therapy services are 
designed around each clientôs unique needs, with options to meet in a variety of settings to best 
support individuals and their families. This adaptability, combined with advanced certifications and 
specialized expertise, allows Rural Rehab Services to deliver high-quality, individualized care right 
here in rural communities. 
 
Jessieôs mission is simple yet powerful: to help every individual live their best life and achieve the 
highest possible quality of life. That mission continues to guide the growth and impact of Rural 
Rehabilitation Services. 
 
Over the past year, RRS has celebrated an exciting milestone with the addition of Katie Chavira to 
the team. This growth allows the business to better serve the region and expand access to care. 
Even more exciting, plans are in the works for future expansion in Wauneta, with more details to be 
shared as they develop. 
Community involvement is at the heart of Rural Rehabilitation Services. Jessie is an active member 
of the Wauneta Chamber, helping lead fundraisers and community events, and is also heavily 
involved in the Wauneta Cooperative Grocery Store Project. Through these efforts, RRS continues to 
strengthen its connection to the community it serves. Word-of-mouth referrals have played a key role 
in the businessôs growth, reflecting the trust and positive impact it has built across the region. 
 
As a Chamber member, Jessie values the relationships, networking opportunities, and support that 
come with being involved. She encourages other local businesses to join, emphasizing the 
importance of connection and collaboration in building a strong community. 
 
In recognition of Better Hearing and Speech Month  this May, Rural Rehab is especially excited to 
help raise awareness about the importance of speech therapy and the many ways it can support 
individuals and families. Rural Rehabilitation Services aims to continue expanding its reach 
throughout Wauneta, Imperial, Grant, Benkelman, McCook, and Wray, Colorado, while also pursuing 
new opportunities for growth locally. Check out their website or socials for more information on the 
Say and Play Summer  Speech Camp  and for a full list of locations.  
 
Congratulations to Rural Rehabilitation Services, LLC , on being named Wauneta Chamber 
Business of the Month. Thank you for your dedication to improving lives and strengthening our rural 
communities. 



 

308-394-5333 

ruralrehabservices.com 

130 N Tecumseh Ave, Wauneta, NE 

 Facebook: Rural Rehabilitation Services, LLC 

 Instagram: @ruralrehab.llc 

  



 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



  



 

 

 

 

Fun Penguin Factsé Penguins actually have knees, but they are hidden under 

their feathers, and it makes them look short-legged. A gland near the base of its tail 

provides waterproof oil. They spend several hours each day covering their feathers with 

this oil and pay extra attention to the task before swimming. 

Penguin feet are also adapted to help the birds steer while swimming. They use their feet 

like rudders, angling them to help control direction. To get out of the water, they will 

leap high in the air. Sometimes they jump as high as 6 feet. 

Penguins turn their bodies into a sled and slide across the ice on their bellies. It is 

dangerous for humans to drink salt water, but penguins can. Their bodies have a special 

gland that filters out salt. 

The name ñpenguinò originates from the Welsh term ñpen,ò or head. The average weight 

of an adult penguin is around 77 lbs. They are warm-blooded birds, with a normal body 

temperature of about 100 F.  

Penguins pant like dogs to cool down because they cannot sweat. By holding their 

mouths open, they increase evaporation from their throats to release heat. They use 

tuxedo-like camouflage (countershading) to hide from predators, ñflyò under water at 

speeds up to 15 mph, and undergo a ñcatastrophic moult,ò losing all feathers at once.                                                   

Next Month Fun Alligator  Facts                                   



Church Worship 
Service  
Schedule 
Global Methodist Church                                                        
162 W Wichita, Wauneta  
Sunday 11:00 am MT 
 
DƻŘΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
114 S. Otoe Str, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm 
MT 
 
 St. John Catholic Church 
499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 
 
Hamlet Union Church 
411 Breeze St., Hamlet 
Sunday 10:45 am CT 
 
St Paul Lutheran Church  
33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:00 am MT 
 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
233 S. Arapahoe Ave. 
Wauneta 
Sunday 8:30 am MT 
                                              
SW Nebraska Holiness 
Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta                        
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm      
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 


