
WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

JUNE 2023 

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce and will begin once a month starting in 
August 2021.  The purpose is to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you 
have any suggestions, ideas, stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 

NEW CHAMBER MEMBER!!!!! 

 
Welcome, Jon Polly with Blue Sky Therapy!                

   Certificates presented by Mandi Kramer, Chamber President 

Robert Jones, member of Wauneta Chamber for 51 years! 

 

Welcome Wauneta-Palisade Alumni 

Where:  W-P Schools  When: May 27th  Entertainment Provided 

Menu:  Smoked Pork Chops, Cheesy Potatoes, Bacon Green Beans, Multi Layer Cake 

Tours begin at 5 MT, Pictures at 5:30 MT, Banquet at 6 MT. 

You do not have to be in an honor class to attend, please come visit with those who are. 

Memorial Day Services 

Eden Cemetery Service 9:00 am MT   Riverside Cemetery Service 10:30 am MT 

St Paul’s Cemetery Service 9:30 am MT  Dinner at community building 11:00-1:00 MT 



After 21 years of service, Bill Bischoff is retiring 

from the Village of Wauneta.  Please join us for a 

reception honoring him and wish him well in his 

next endeavor on Thursday, June 1st from  

9 am till noon at the Village Office.  Refreshments 

will be served. 

 

 

 

THE CHILDREN OF CLINT AND BETTY MCCALLUM ASK 
YOU TO JOIN THEM IN CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF 
MARRIAGE AT AN OPEN HOUSE ON MAY 27TH FROM 
2-4 MST AT THE SENIOR CENTER IN WAUNETA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Honor Society 2023-2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Tuesdays 10:00-

11:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
On April 29th, just a 
few days from the 

actual date, May 
5th, 1923, of the 

beginning of the 
Wauneta Public 
Library, we 

celebrated 100 years of library 
service to the community! 
Charlie Colton,  one of our local 
historians, graciously agreed 
(even during planting time!) to 
come and give a great 
presentation of the library's 
beginning,  locations and 
directors through the years.  
   We enjoyed some very special 
cookies from Apron Strings, and two kinds of great 
coffee from Meadowlark Lane. In all, we had thirty 
six in attendance, and many memories were 
shared.   
Thanks to all who made it such a special day! 
 

 

 

Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools was convened in 

open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 6:01 PM Mountain, on May 15, 2023, in the Central Office, Wauneta Attendance Center, PO Box 

368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved method for giving notice of 

meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of 

the news media requesting notification of the meetings and advance notification to the listed media of the time and place of the meeting and the 

subjects to be discussed at this meeting was provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy 

of the Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, 

were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 

 



Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open Meeting Act is 

permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the public. 

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

 

I. Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm MT. 

I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

I.2. Posting Verification. Maris and Fanning verified meeting posting. 

I.3. Open Meetings Act 

I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call.  Present Board Members: Hondo Fanning, Laurie Maris, Aaron McKinney, Allison Sandman and Marty Wheeler. Absent: John 

Jutten. 

III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. None. 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments Pertaining to Action Items. Todd Bunker addressed the board asking questions about parking and 

access for his building. 

V. Action Items 

V.1. Approval of 4/11/2023 Regular Meeting Minutes. To approve and sign the minutes from the 4/11/2023 regular meeting passed with a 

motion by Hondo Fanning and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea, John Jutten: Absent. 

V.2. Approval of Monthly Budget Reports and Expenditures. To approve the monthly budget reports and expenditures of Payroll: $282,336.69, 

Accounts Payable: $560,920.78, for a TOTAL: $843,257.47 passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea, John Jutten: Absent 

V.3. Approval of Water Main Payment. To approve the water main second application payment of $46084.16 to BSB Construction passed with a 

motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John Jutten: Absent 

V.4. Approval of Building Project Expenditures. To approve the lease payment of $433,350.00 to NebraskaLand Bank passed with a motion by 

Allison Sandman and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea, John Jutten: Absent. 

V.5. Discuss/Approve Asbestos Abatement. To approve the asbestos abatement proposal from B2 Environmental for removal and monitoring of 

$10900 passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea, John Jutten: Absent. 

V.6. Discuss/Approve Builders Risk Insurance. To approve the builders risk policy payment of $10885 passed with a motion by Marty Wheeler 

and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea, John Jutten: Absent. 

V.7. Approve Teacher Contracts. To approve 2023-2024 teaching contracts for Alexandria Bauer and Joni Bowman passed with a motion by 

Laurie Maris and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea, John Jutten: Absent. 

V.8. Approval of 2023-2024 School Calendar. To table this item to next month with a motion by Hondo Fanning and a second by Marty 

Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea, John Jutten: Absent. 



VI. Administrative Reports 

VI.1. Superintendent Report. Geier shared that last day of school is 5/18/2023, 5/24 is last RPAC meeting. Drivers Ed begins 5/19; Graduation 

went well; Monthly OAC meetings will begin 5/18. 

VI.2. Principal Report. Frecks shared that field day went well, 5th graders visited the Wauneta building, Academic Awards/NHS/8th grade 

promotion; Kindergarten tea; PK expecting 15 morning and 12 afternoon; great class field trips this spring; Athletic Banquet is 5/16 and 

elementary talent show and 5th grade promotion is 5/16.  Geier thanked Mr. Bauer for serving as transportation director, activities 

director.  Bauer shared that 10 am Thursday departure for State Track Jacksen Littrel, Peyton Cox and GraCee Goings will be throwing. 

VI.3. ESU 15 Report. Sandman shared the May agenda items of tuition forgiveness loan for Courtney Crocker; approve Harris Solution Annual 

Maintenance Support;  Approve Memorandum of Understanding with ESU 16; Approve Nebraska Cybersecurity Agreement for SNDEN 

Schools and Approve Contract with Ambience Counseling for Mental Health Services. 

VI.4. NASB/Legislative Update. None. 

VIII. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None 

IX. Next Regular Meeting . Monday, June 12, 2023, at the Palisade Attendance Center at 6 pm MT/7 pm CT. 

 

X. Adjourn. Sandman adjourned the meeting at 7:03 pm MT. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marj Rundback, 

Recording Secretary 

 

Dated this May 15, 2023 

Chase County School District #536 

a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL PROJECT STARTED! 

Village of Wauneta, Nebraska 

 
 
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wauneta, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 6:30 p.m. on 
May 9, 2023, at the Village Office. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Chairman Johnston publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for 
review. 
 
Present: B Kramer, P Johnston, R Einspahr, B Goings. Absent: C Walgren. 
 
Guests: Arlan Wine (Village Attorney), David Blau (Miller & Assoc), RaNae Richardson (WCTC) and Tod Bunker. 
 



Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Imperial Republican on May 4, 2023.  Notice of this meeting 
was simultaneously given to the Chairman and all the Trustees. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened 
meeting was open to the attendance of the public.   
 
Board approved the minutes of the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on April 11, 2023.  
 
Board approved Treasurer’s Report (April) and bills (May) as presented. 
 
David Blau, Miller & Assoc, reported to the Village Board that the water main replacement portion of the Emergency Water Main 
Replacement is done. Final pay applications will be presented at next month's meeting. 
 
Board approved an invoice from Miller & Assoc, in the amount of $5,393.51, for Emergency Water Main Replacement.  
 
Board approved Pay App. No. 3, payable to BSB Construction, in the amount of $25,326.19, for Emergency Water Main Replacement.  
 
RaNae Richardson, WCTC, reviewed the Nursing Home Financial Reports for April 2023 with the Village Board and gave a report on 
the Committee meeting held on May 8, 2023. 
 
Board approved the “Title VI Non-Discrimination Plan” for the Nursing Home. Voting Aye: Kramer, Einspahr and Johnston.  
 
Board approved the Nursing Home Leadership Annual raises to D. Stehno, S. Sutherland and V. Nelson, as recommended by the 
Nursing Home Administration.  
 
Board approved improvements of adding screening and fencing to the Basketball/pickleball courts More research will be done on 
lighting options.  
 
Board approved Pay App. No. Final 2, payable to Hunter Heating and Cooling, in the amount of $4,581.00, regarding the HVAC 
Project at the Nursing Home.  
 
The Board reviewed the Chase County Sheriff’s report for April 2023. 
 
Board approved the Insurance Policy Renewal (HomeTown Agency) and payment for the annual premium of $60,722.50. (Einspahr 
abstained)  
 
Board approved an invoice from Titan Machinery in the amount of $37,000 for purchase of 2023 Backhoe (590SN).  
 
Board approved to offer the position of Utilities Superintendent to Shane Lawless, on a probation period of 6 months, effective June 
1, 2023, at a salary of $58,000 annually plus benefits as established.  
 
Einspahr discussed the new committee for Housing Renovation in Wauneta with the Village Board.   
 
Superintendent’s Report was given by Bischoff. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
 
Page Johnston, Chairman  
  
Evelyn Skelton, Clerk 
 
 

NOTE: 

A complete text of the minutes, Resolutions and Ordinances are on file in the office of the Village Clerk, and are available for 

public inspection during regular business hours. 

 

Wauneta 

Town Wide Clean-up 



June 21st – 23rd, 2023 

 

Village crew will NOT be picking up items this year.   

Residents can dispose of their items as follows: 

• Household Waste - can be hauled to roll-off dumpster at the 

City Shop. 

• Trees and grass - haul to areas designated by signs. 

• Treated Lumber and construction waste – haul to area marked 

south of tree dump. 

• Metal and appliances – designated area west of City Shop. 

• A loader will be provided at the dumpster, to assist with loading 

and dumping (during business hours). 

• Mattresses – leave at west end of dumpster. 
 

Residents are asked to pay $10.00 per load to offset costs incurred by 

the Village. 

 

Please contact the Village office to pay the fee and with any 

questions. 
 



 

 

GALEN TODD SCHOLARSHIP  

 

Benjamin Aldridge from Dundy County Stratton, Halle Bardsley And Jacksen Littrel from Wauneta-Palisade Schools were the 

recipients of the Galen Todd Scholarship this year.  Congratulations! 

 

 

THANK YOU’S 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards sent to me for being a Chamber Business for over 50 years. I enjoyed reading each and 

everyone of them.  Also, would like to take this time to thank everyone for the many prayers, cards, calls and help since my surgery 

and until just recently receiving my new leg.  Four months waiting and now I am up and going again. 

        Bob Jones 

 

I would like to thank everyone for coming to my reception at the Sandhills State Bank.  I enjoyed visiting with all of you and will miss 

helping everyone with their banking needs.  Thanks for all the flowers, plants, gifts I received.  A Special Thanks to Rhonda Bischoff 

and Sunni Nordhausen for all their work on hosting it.   

        Brenda Anderson 

 

 

WAUNETA MEDICAL CLINIC SCHEDULE 

Wauneta Clinic is open on a limited basis at this time until they can hire more care givers. They are open from 09:00am until 
4:00pm.  Closed from noon until 01:00pm for the lunch hour.  We try to post on social media when unforeseen closures happen.  
Below is the schedule for the month of March. 
 
 Tuesday, June 6 

Tuesday, June 13 

Friday, June 16 

Tuesday, June 20 

Tuesday June 27 

  
Thank you. 

 

Alicia Ridlen RN BSN 
Clinic Administrator 

 



 

Church Worship Service Schedule 

First United Methodist Church                                              Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
day 10:30 am MT                                                              Sunday 10:00 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

  
Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT 

 

                                                                                                        

Halle Bardsley, Jacksen Littrel and Sydney Acton were the recipients of the United 
Methodist Church Scholarship recipients.  Congratulations! 

 

COMING SOON!!!!!!!!! 
             FARMERS MARKET JUNE 30TH          9:00-12:00 AM MT 
  SEE YOU THERE! 



 



 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Margaret Metcalf Howie bequeathal provides 

for ongoing care of Wauneta’s Riverside 

Cemetery 

Wauneta native Margaret Metcalf Howie made sure to remember her hometown in her will in a way 

that would benefit the town and honor her family with a lasting legacy. Margaret worked with the 

Nebraska Community Foundation to establish an endowment to make sure there would always be 

money available for maintenance and improvements at the Wauneta Cemetery. The $67,000 

endowment was designated to the Wauneta Community Fund, an affiliated fund of the Nebraska 

Community Foundation. Wauneta’s Fund Advisory Committee will oversee that disbursement of 

money from the endowment to the Village of Wauneta for use at the cemetery on an ongoing basis. 

Disbursements will become available in fiscal year 2024. 

Margaret was born in Wauneta, NE in 1931, a great-granddaughter of Nebraska homesteaders. She 

graduated from Wauneta High School in 1948, winning a Regents' Scholarship to the University of 

Nebraska. She received a B.A. degree with a dual major in Anthropology and English in 1952. She 

worked for the Missouri River Basin Survey after graduating, doing salvage archeology at dam sites in 

the Dakotas. She went on to attend the University of Denver where she received the M.A. degree in 

Library Science in 1954. Margaret began working at the University of Denver Mary Reed Library, and 

then became a reference librarian in the Western History Department of the Denver Public Library.  

She married John Howie in 1956; son Stephen was born in 1960. After an interval as a homemaker, 

Margaret resumed her career as a part-time cataloguer at the Hugh Stephens Library of Stephens 

College in Columbia, Missouri, in 1969. She went full-time two years later, and became Head of 

Technical Services in 1977. During the following years she supervised the transition from the 

traditional card catalog to an electronic cataloguing system, frequently visiting other libraries around 

the country to observe their systems and confer with their staffs.  

John Howie died suddenly in 1990. Margaret retired in 1993. She continued to live in Columbia until 

she realized that "almost everyone I knew here had either moved away or died." In 2004 she moved 

back to Lincoln to be close to friends from college. Margaret died in October 2021. She is survived by 

her son, Stephen, of Lincoln. 

Margaret’s mother, Elizabeth Pepper Metcalf, died when Margaret was just a baby. She was raised by 

her father, noted Wauneta archeologist Dr. George S. Metcalf, and an extended family of aunts and 

uncles and cousins including the Olivers, Christensens, Fannings, Novaceks and Metcalfs.    

Dr. George S. Metcalf, one of Wauneta’s most distinguished native sons, was a field archeologist, a 

historian of the Great Plains, and a supervisor of the processing laboratory of the Department of 



Anthropology at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. He was born in a sod house near 

Wauneta in 1900 and began collecting artifacts during his boyhood along the Frenchman River and its 

tributaries in southwest Nebraska. 

Although his formal education ended in the eighth grade, he became a professional archeologist. He 

authored numerous published articles, reports and bulletins in the course of his career. In 1970, he was 

awarded an honorary ScD. by Luther College. That same year, Metcalf was sent by the Smithsonian as 

its representative to help catalog the Gavin Sampson collection of artifacts at Luther College in 

Decorah, Iowa. During his time at Luther, Metcalf developed cataloging procedures and helped train 

students in basic laboratory techniques. Dr. Metcalf died in 1975. Both of Margaret’s parents are buried 

at Riverside Cemetery as are many of her aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. 

Margaret’s roots in Chase County date back long before Chase County was established. Her great-

grandfather, Stephen McElroy, headed up the surveying party sent to this region when it was still 

populated by Native Americans. The surveying crew of McElroy, Fairchild and Wells was dispatched 

to this area in the early 1870s by by the U.S. government to establish section lines and townships for 

future development. When they arrived, they found an Indian village nearby, ruled by Chief Whistler, 

who asked the surveyors to leave. They continued their work, however. In the night, the Indians pulled 

the stakes and destroyed the markings and military protection became necessary for McElroy and his 

surveying crew to continue their work. When an inspector later inquired to the lack of precision in 

staking out the area, McElroy replied, “If you had to divide your attention between your instruments 

and your rifle, you might not be too accurate either. 

 

RECIPES BY RHONDA 
Barbecued Beef on Buns 
1 Boneless beef chuck roast  2 tsp Worcestershire sauce 
1 Medium onion  1 tsp Chili powder 
½ Cup chopped celery  ½ tsp Paprika 
Water  ½ tsp garlic salt 
1 ½ Cups of ketchup  few drops hot pepper sauce or chopped jalapenos 
¼ Cup packed brown sugar  Hamburger Buns 
¼ Cup Vinegar 
2 TBSP dry mustard 
2 tsp salt 

 
Place beef, onion and celery in a Dutch oven; add water to almost cover the roast.  Bring 
to a boil; reduce heat.  Cover and simmer for 2 ½ to 3 hours or until meat is tender.  
Remove meat; strain and reserve cooking liquid.  Trim and shred meat; return to Dutch 
oven.  Add 2 cups of strained cooking liquid (save remaining liquid) and chill.  Skim and 
discard fat.  Add ketchup, brown sugar, vinegar and seasonings.  Cover and simmer for 1 
hour, Stirring occasionally.  If mixture becomes too thick, add additional reserved cooking 
liquid.  Serve on hamburger buns.  Yields 15-20 Servings.  
      



 
 
 

 
 



GUESS WHO??????????????    

    

 

 

 

 

   If you have a picture you would like to submit for the Guess Who, please bring it to 
Sandhills State Bank and we can make a copy of it for a later issue.   

May Issue – Guess Who?   Was………………… 

                                                                                                                                                                     

Angie Haarberg West 

 

 
 



 

 


