
  WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

January 2024  

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce, it began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 
 

LIGHT UP WAUNETA CONTEST WINNERS! 
 

Peggy Goings 

Trent Hill & Kelsey Rozelle 

 

Kim 

Rider 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kurt & Dayna Scherbarth 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wauneta Care and Therapy Center 
would like to wish everyone a 
blessed Holiday Season! 

 
 
 
 



GUESS WHO?? 

 
 

Last month was: 

 

 

 
 

Rick & Cindy Einspahr and Terry Engell 

 

 

 

 

  

CARDS CAN REACH MARILYN O’NEIL AT THE 

FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 

MARILYN O’NEIL 

1121 N 28TH ST 

BLAIR, NE 68008 
 

 



Church Worship Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                       Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 11:00 am MT                                                              Sunday 10:00 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

 

Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT 

                                                             

WAUNETA METHODIST 
CHURCH CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM(ABOVE) 

 
 
REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM(LEFT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CALLING ALL VETERAN’S 
ALL MEMBERS OF: 

VETERAN’S OF FOREIGN WARS,  AMERICAN LEGION, 
ALSO ALL NON MEMBERS ARE NEEDED AT A MEETING 

ON JANUARY 9TH, 2024 
COMMUNITY BUILDING 

WAUNETA AT 7:00 PM MT 



 
SANTA SATURDAY EVENT 

 
 

 
WAYNE CHRISTNER WON THE TV 
DONATED BY BWTELCOM, HE THEN 
DONATED IT TO NIK AND ANGIE 
 

SEVERAL CHURCHES JOINED IN TO MAKE AND SERVE SOUP FOR THE SANTA 
SATURDAY EVENT.  ALL PROCEEDS WENT TO NIK AND ANGIE.  STARTING ON THE 
RIGHT: JO ARENZ-HAMLET UNION CHURCH, GWEN BRUNKHORST-REDEEMER 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, KATHLEEN BARTELS-ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, BETTY 

MCCALLUM-ST JOHNS CATHOLIC CHURCH AND BRENDA 
ANDERSON-WAUNETA METHODIST CHURCH. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

To Our Village 
 

 
Santa Saturday was such a success this year and we couldn’t have made the magic happen without so many people. We 

want to thank each and every one of them.  
 
To the Wauneta Volunteer Fire Department, thank you for packaging all the Christmas treats and transporting Santa and 

Mrs. Clause. To Santa and Mrs. Clause, we appreciate you taking time out of your busy schedule to come visit our little 

village! To Lindsay Anderson and the Wa-Pa Cheerleaders thank you for volunteering your time and taking pictures for 

the community. To each Parade of Lights entry, thank you taking the time to light up our Main Street. It was beautiful! 

To all the volunteers who helped make soups and desserts or came to serve, your generous hearts were felt that day. 

Finally, to the Holiday Committee, we thank you for all the hard work and planning you put forth into making Santa 

Saturday such a wonderful day.  
 
All the community involvement for Santa Saturday just reassured something we already knew, how wonderful it is to 

live here. We want to wish you a Merry Christmas and joyous New Year! 
 
Signed The Wauneta Chamber 
*Can’t wait to see you next year* 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



WAUNETA LIBRARY 
 
 

 
Season’s Greeting and a very Happy New Year to all! We have received our 

shipment of new library 

cards, so please feel free to stop in and pick yours up! We have great plans in 

store for the library this 

coming year, and we hope to see you all here to partake in some of the new 

exciting activities we have 

in the works. New books are being ordered monthly, and our collection is 

growing. Thank you again to 

all who have donated their time and effort to our little library; we could not be 

more grateful. Wishing 

you the warmest Holiday blessings and plenty of comfort and joy to carry you 

through the new year. 

Here’s to a magical 2024. 

 

Read on, friends. 

 

Amanda Ziegler 

Library Director  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
PHOTO CREDITS TO ANONYMOUS FB FRIENDS 
 

 



Village of Wauneta, Nebraska 

 
 
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wauneta, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 6:30 p.m. on 
December 12, 2023, at the Wauneta Village Office. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Chairman Johnston publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for 
review. 
 
Present: B Kramer, C Walgren, P Johnston. B Goings arrived at 6:34pm and R Einspahr arrived at 6:42pm.   
 
Guests: RaNae Richardson (WCTC)  
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Imperial Republican on December 7, 2023. Notice of this 
meeting was simultaneously given to the Chairman and all the Trustees. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the 
convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.   
 
Board approved the minutes of the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on November 14, 2023, and the special 
meeting held on November 29, 2023.  
 
Board approved the Treasurer’s Report (Nov) and approved bills (Dec) as presented.   
 
Board approved Resolution No. 2023-05, a resolution to authorize signing the Year-End Certification of Street Superintendent (Greg 
Wolford).  
 
The Board reviewed the Chase County Sheriff’s Report for Nov 2023. 
 
Board approved an invoice, in the amount of $151,600.00, payable to Maguire Iron, for the cleaning and painting of the Water Tower 
Reservoir.  
 
Board member Einspahr introduced Ordinance No. 2023-04, an ordinance to amend the Wauneta Zoning Ordinance to revise the 
maximum lot coverage for certain uses in the Residential District. Clerk Skelton read the Ordinance by title: 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WAUNETA VILLAGE ZONING ORDINANCE TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE 
FOR CERTAIN USES WITHIN THE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT AND TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM TOTAL LOT COVERAGE OF 
ALL BUILDINGS AND ATTACHED STRUCTURES WITHIN THE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. 
 
Board approved that the Statutory Rule requiring reading on three different days be suspended for consideration of said Ordinance; 
and approved that Ordinance No. 2023-04 be passed and adopted.  
 
Board approved the purchase of a 2023 Spartan 72” mower, from Country Load Trailer Sales, in the amount of $11,995.00.  
 
Goings, Einspahr and RaNae Richardson reported on the Nursing Home Committee meeting, including review of the Oct 2023 
Financial Reports.  
The Board discussed the employer contribution for health insurance for WCTC employees and confirmed the 65% employer 
contribution. 
Board approved Christmas bonuses for Nursing Home employees based on Richardson’s recommendation, with the addition of 
including a bonus for RaNae Richardson. 
 
Board approved Village employee Christmas bonuses, to be paid in Wauneta Chamber Bucks. 
 
Board approved a Resolution to open an account with D.A. Davidson, and to designate and authorize Johnston and Skelton to act on 
behalf of the Village. 
 
Skelton and Lawless gave an update on Nuisance properties within the Village. 
 
Clerk’s Report given by Skelton.   Superintendent’s Report given by Lawless. 
 
Board approved the Reorganization and Appointments for 2024 as listed below. 
 

Page Johnston nominated for Chairman of the Board of Trustees   
Johnston appointed Rick Einspahr to be Vice Chairman. 
Village Clerk/Treasurer    Evelyn Skelton 
Village Depositories Sandhills State Bank, Wauneta  



       Waypoint Bank, Imperial 
       Adams Bank & Trust, Imperial 
       Pinnacle Bank, Imperial       
 Authorized Signers for bank accounts  Page Johnston  

  and Certificates of Deposit   Rick Einspahr  
       Beau Kramer 
       Evelyn Skelton 
       Kelly Dyer 
 
 Village Attorney     Arlan Wine 
 City Street Superintendent   Greg Wolford, W Design Associates 
 
 Commissioners: 
 Utility      Kramer, Johnston, Goings 
 Street      Kramer, Goings, Walgren 
 Park-Pool-Trees    Walgren, Kramer, Einspahr 
 Cemetery     Johnston, Kramer, Walgren 
 Ambulance Policy    Kramer, Johnston 
 Power Pool Rep    Johnston, Einspahr, Lawless 
 Safety Committee    Johnston, Kramer 
 
 Boards and Committees: 
 Board of Health     Johnston, Wine, Einspahr 

Library Board Lindsay Anderson, Joyce Bley, Sharon Haarberg, Denise Krausnick, 
Jennifer DeWester  

Ballfield Committee    Bill Bischoff, Chad DeWester, Shane Lawless  
 Park and Tree Committee   Jim & Jennifer Harris 

Nursing Home Committee Village Board of Trustees, (Page Johnston, 
                                                                                           Chairman)  
 Planning Commission          Chad DeWester, Kenneth Lawless,  
       Laurie Maris, Mandi Kramer, Tod Bunker 
 Community Redevelopment Authority  Village of Wauneta Board of Trustees 
 Zoning Board of Adjustments   Village of Wauneta Board of Trustees 
 Community Building    Einspahr, Goings, Walgren 
             Emergency Preparedness Committee  Goings, Einspahr 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
Page Johnston, Chairman    Evelyn Skelton, Clerk 
 

NOTE: 

A complete text of the minutes, Resolutions and Ordinances are on file in the office of the Village Clerk, and are available for 

public inspection during regular business hours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 
was convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 6:05 PM Mountain on December 11, 2023, in the Central 
Office, Wauneta Attendance Center, PO Box 368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved 
method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of 
Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of the meetings and 
advance notification to the listed media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this 
meeting was provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the 
Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 
hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 
 
At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the 
Open Meeting Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the 
public. 
 
Mission Statement 
Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 
 
I. Call to Order.  President Sandman called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm MT. 

I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
I.2. Open Meetings Act Notice 

I.3. Posting Verification. Fanning and Jutten verified. 
 
I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call 

III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. None 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments Pertaining to Action Items. None 

V. Discussion Items 

V.1. Building Update. Geier reported that a lot of progress is happening in the new edition with beams, drywall, and all 
cement is poured.  Painting in the old building will be completed over Christmas. OAC meeting Monday 12/18, 2023 @ 
10 am. 
 
V.2. Negotiations Update. Plan to begin negotiations in January. 
 
V.3. Superintendent Review Update. Board evaluations will be sent this week. 

VI. Action Items 

VI.1. Approval of BD Pay App #10. To approve BD Pay App #10 for $128,297.58 passed with a motion by Hondo Fanning 
and a second by Laurie Maris. 
Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: 
Yea 



 
VI.2. Approval and Signing of 11/13/2023 Regular Meeting Minutes. To approve the 11/13/2023 regular meeting 
minutes passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Marty Wheeler. 
Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: 
Yea 
 
VI.3. Approval of Monthly Budget Reports and Expenditures. To accept the budget reports as presented and approve 
the expenses of Payroll: $292,762.45, GF Accounts Payable: $99,140.09, BF Account Payable: $128,297.58, for a total of 
$520,200.12 passed with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by John Jutten. 
Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: 
Yea 
 
VII. Policy Review. None 
 
VIII. Administrative Reports 

VIII.1. Superintendent Report. Geier shared a budget update with the board.  OAC meeting on 12/18. RPAC Supt 
meeting 12/20 and end of first semester 12/21. Rock will be arriving for the empty lot this week. Ms. Merrill has been 
in the district this past week to prepare for her English position in the second semester. 
 
VIII.2. Principal Report. Ms. Ballon will arrive before the second semester. The Elementary concert is tomorrow in 
Palisade. The CS club will host a soup/pie supper from 5:00 CT-7:00 CT. Testing is currently underway. 
 
VIII.3. ESU 15 Report. ESU 15 met last week for Christmas dinner at Enders. The next meeting will be on 1/11/2023 in 
McCook. A joint ESU 15/16 member workshop will be held on January 24, 2024 in North Platte.  
 
VIII.4. NASB Report. Legislative conference in January. 

X. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None 

XI. Next Regular Meeting. January 15, 2024, at 6 pm MT/7 pm CT in Wauneta. 
 
XII. Adjourn. President Sandman adjourned the meeting at 6:38 pm MT. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marj Rundback, 
Recording Secretary 
 
Dated this December 11, 2023 
Chase County School District #536 
a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 
 
By: ____________________  Attest: ____________________ 

      Board Secretary               Board President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recipes by Rhonda 
 
Turkey-Bacon-Corn Chowder 
 
1 lb Thick sliced bacon strips chopped 1 can cream of chicken soup 
3 celery ribs sliced     8 oz cream cheese, softened 
1 medium onion chopped    ¾ cup milk-2% 
1 medium carrot chopped    ¾ cup heavy whipping cream 
½ Cup chopped red pepper    3 ½ cups frozen corn 
1 Bay leaf       2 ½ cups cooked cubed turkey 
¼ cup flour      2 cups refrigerated hash browns-10 oz 
32 oz chicken stock     ¾ cup turkey gravy 
        1 TBSP dried parsley flakes 
 
 
Cook bacon, add next 5 ingredients, cook 8-10 minutes over med heat.  Stir in flour that 
is whisked in chicken stock. Boil.  Add soup, cream cheese, milk, and cream, mix well.  
Stir in remaining ingredients with the bacon mixture, reduce heat.  Cook covered 20 
minutes, stirring occasionally.  Can add minced garlic to vegetable mixture if you would 
like. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-

NC 

https://www.pngall.com/happy-holidays-png/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 


