
  WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

 FEBRUARY 2025  

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce, it began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
From This to………………………………………… 
 
    This in a matter of time 
 
Thank you to the firemen from Wauneta, Palisade and 
Imperial for containing the fire, we could’ve lost the 
whole block.  Thankful the West family wasn’t living in 
the back portion.  Kugler’s, a chamber member, will be 
looking for new office space.  
 
 
Just one year ago, we lost two other homes, Nick Banuelas and Angela Geishler along with Ron and Joyce Bley 
Home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     



      GUESS WHO??  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month was: 
 

Betty Muths McCallum and Duane Muths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU!!!!!! 

We want to take this opportunity to thank our friends and family for all of the support, concern, and 
especially the prayers on our behalf these past few months that Ed has been ill.  We so appreciated 
your calls and texts the weeks that we were in hospitals to remind us that we weren’t alone.  We 
are so thankful that Ed is starting the new year without any tubes or draines now he is just working 
on getting his strength back.  Jami and Courtney, thank you for all of the time you spent away from 
home and work to be with us. 

 

We can’t begin to thank each of you who did something special for us, but we know who you are 
and appreciate it so much.  Again, thank you to our community for being there for us. 

Sincerely, Ed and Jo Arenz 



Church Worship Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                       Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 11:00 am MT                                                              Sunday 10:000 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

 

Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT  

                                                

 WAUNETA LIBRARY NEWS 
 Hello All, and happy February! The WPL had a wonderful holiday season and is welcoming this new year with much joy and hope. 

We are currently working on our Nebraska History section, so please excuse the ‘mess’ in the back of the building. We are hopeful 

to have this project mostly wrapped up by the end of February, so come in and check it out when you have a chance ~ so much 

local history in one little alcove! Some of our memorabilia is captured in these photos, but there is so much more to read and 

examine. Wishing you all the best in 2025 and hoping to see you soon at The Library. 

 

Read on, friends, 

Amanda Ziegler  

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECIPES BY RHONDA 

 

Strawberry Lemonade Gelatin 

 

1 ½ cups boiling water 

1 pkg (6oz) strawberry gelatin 

1 can (12oz) frozen lemonade concentrate, thawed 

1 can (21oz) strawberry pie filling 

1 cup cold whole mile 

1 pkg (3.4 oz) instant lemon pudding mix 

1 carton (8oz) frozen whipped topping, thawed (3 cups) 

 

In a large bowl, add boiling water to gelatin; stor 2 minutes to completely dissolve.  Stir in lemonade concentrate 

and pie filling.  Pour into a greased 13x9-in dish.  Refrigerate until thickened, about 1 hour. 

 

In a large bowl, whisk milk and pudding mix for 2 minutes.  Let stand until soft-set, about 2 minutes.  Fold in 

whipped topping; spread over gelatin. Cover and refrigerate until firm. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Village of Wauneta, Nebraska 

 
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wauneta, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 6:30 p.m. on 
January 14, 2025, at the Wauneta Village Office. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Chairman Johnston publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for 
review. 
 
Present: B Kramer, C Walgren, R Einspahr, P Johnston.  
Guests: Arlan Wine (Village Attorney), Chuck Vette and Jason Arellano. 
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Imperial Republican on Jan 9, 2025. Notice of this meeting 
was simultaneously given to the Chairman and all the Trustees. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened 
meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
Clerk Skelton administered the Oath of Office to re-elected trustee Rick Einspahr.  
 
Board approved the minutes of the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on December 10, 2024; and the minutes of 
the special meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on December 19, 2024.  
 
Board approved the Treasurer’s Report (Dec) and approved bills (Jan) as presented.  
 
Board approved the recommendation from the Wauneta Planning Commission to disapprove an application to Amend the Wauneta 
Zoning Ordinance/Map; request from Chuck Vette to rezone Lot 18, Block 2, Original Town from Commercial to Industrial.   
 
Johnston and Walgren reviewed Nursing Home Financial Reports for Nov 2024 and the Committee Meeting Report with the Village 
Board. 
 
Reviewed the Sheriff’s Reports. 
 
Public Hearing was held, the purpose being to hear comments for and against the application of a Class C Liquor License by Good 
Times Bar & Grill.  No comments. Board approved to recommend approval of the New License Application for a Class C Liquor 
License by Good Times Bar & Grill LLC dba Good Times Bar & Grill.   
 
The Board discussed the Board of Trustees vacancy.  Jason Arellano was present and expressed interest in the Trustee position.  
Kathy Kerchal (not present) had also expressed interest in the Trustee position.  Johnston nominated Kathy Kerchal to fill the vacancy. 
The board voted to approve/appoint Kathy Kerchal to the Board of Trustees.   
 
Skelton presented the Board with a draft of an ordinance to prohibit engine breaking within Village limits.  Draft was reviewed and 
revisions were discussed.  A final draft will be presented at the next Board Meeting. 
 
The Board reviewed and accepted a bid for a new furnace at the Village Office received from Hunter Heating and Cooling LLC for 
$14,6000.00.   
 
Clerk’s Report was given by Skelton.   
Superintendent’s Report was given by Lawless. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
Page Johnston, Chairman   Evelyn Skelton, Clerk 
 

NOTE:  A complete text of the minutes, Resolutions and Ordinances are on file in the office of the Village Clerk, and are available 

for public inspection during regular business hours. 

 

 

 



Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public 

Schools was convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 5:06 pm mt on January 13, 2025, in the Central 

Office, Wauneta Attendance Center, 214 W Wichita, PO Box 368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved 

method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of 

Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of the meetings and 

advance notification to the listed media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this 

meeting was provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the 

Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 

hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 

 

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open 

Meeting Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the public. 

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

 

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 5:06 pm MT. 

I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

I.2. Posting Verification. The meeting posting was verified by Hondo Fanning and Laurie Maris. 

I.3. Open Meeting Act Notice 

I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call.  Present: Marty Wheeler, Laurie Maris, Aaron McKinney, Hondo Fanning, Allison Sandman. Absent: John 

Jutten 

III. Annual Board Reorganization 

III.1. Elect 2025 Board Officers. To nominate the current officers of Allison Sandman, President; Laurie Maris, Vice 

President; John Jutten, Treasurer; Marty Wheeler, Secretaryfor 2025 passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second 

by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John 

Jutten: Absent. 

 

III.2. Appoint 2025 Committees. Transportation: Wheeler, Jutten, McKinney Negotiations: Sandman, Jutten, Maris 

Budget: Maris, Sandman Building/Grounds: Wheeler, McKinney, Fanning Personnel: Sandman, Maris, Wheeler Policy: 

Sandman, Fanning Instruction/Americanism: Maris, Sandman. 

 

IV. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. None 

V. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None  

VI. Building Update. The board was updated on the heating system, which is a heat pump system, versus VRF; working 

through a service agreement with Rutt’s that will cover the Daikin units as well as the new units; and discussed the 

continuous lighting in the new gym. Also noted North doors of the new gym show light under them. 

 

VII. Action Items 

VII.1. Annual Designation of Official Publication, Depository & Legal Counsel. To designate the Imperial Republican as 

the district's official publication, Sandhills State Bank as the district's official depository, and Perry Law Firm as the 

district's official legal counsel passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Aaron McKinney. 



Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John 

Jutten: Absent 

 

VII.2. Appoint Board Recording Secretary. To appoint Marj Rundback as the board’s recording secretary passed with a 

motion by Hondo Fanning and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John 

Jutten: Absent 

 

VII.3. Approve BD Pay App #23. To approve BD Pay App #23 of $8378.34 and hold the check until the OAC on 

1/20/2025 passed with a motion by Hondo Fanning and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John 

Jutten: Absent 

 

VII.4. Approval and Signing of 12/16/2024 Meeting Minutes. To approve and sign the 12/16/2024 regular meeting 

minutes passed with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by Laurie Maris. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John 

Jutten: Absent 

 

VII.5. Approval of District Expenditures and Budget Reports. Payroll: $ 293,982.81 GF Accts Payable: $ 48,132.55 BF 

Accts Payable: $ 8,378.34 ** QCPUF Accts Payable: $ - *** TOTAL: $ 350,493.70 **BD Construction - Draw 23 - 

$8378.34 and accept the budget reports as present passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Hondo 

Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John 

Jutten: Absent 

 

VII.6. Accept 2024 Superintendent Evaluation. To accept the 2024 Superintendent Evaluation passed with a motion by 

Allison Sandman and a second by Laurie Maris. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John 

Jutten: Absent 

 

VII.7. Negotiations. To accept and adopt the 2025-2026 Negotiated Agreement of increasing the base $1,100 to $39,300, 

keeping the BCBS Insurance $650 deductible and $3,800 HSA dual option, and adding a vertical step to each column of 

the salary schedule passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea; John 

Jutten: Absent 

 

VIII. Policy Review. None. 

IX. Administrative Reports 

IX.1. Superintendent's Report. Geier shared a weekly update: hosting he 2/11/25 Spelling Bee. There will be NO 

elementary school that day as the teachers help with the Bee. This Wednesday NSAA in Holdrege, next week is the 

RPAC Exec meeting on Wednesday, and we host RPAC Semi Finals BB. 

 

IX.2. Principal's Report. Frecks shared the ESU principal meeting next Tuesday. 

 

IX.3. ESU 15 Report. ESU 15-16 Board Member Workshop in North Platte Wednesday. Regular meeting on Thursday. 

 

IX.4. NASB Report. NASB Legislative Session will be the end of January. 

X. Next Regular Meeting . Monday, February 10, 2025, at 5 pm MT/6 pm CT. 

 

XI. Adjourn. President Sandman adjourned the meeting at 6:36 pm MT. 

 

 



Respectfully submitted, 

Marj Rundback 

Recording Secretary 

 

Dated this January 13, 2025 

Chase County School District #536 

a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 

 

 

By: ____________________  Attest: ____________________ 

      Board Secretary               Board President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let your voices be heard: LB 375….Wanted to share this with you as we struggle to find a grocer for Wauneta.  People 

can testify in person or submit online testimony as well.  

https://search.app/y1tJfigZrZQAYrLn8     Thanks Allison Sandman for sharing! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/search.app/y1tJfigZrZQAYrLn8__;!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!39pcLmEpxul-_ZQ-fTVwfD5G8FyLysrn0vc7ANDU7dTe95S5ghvTUEV2Pf8W_PCspzzARKb0SQSaReEvMNKxq0I$


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


