
  WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

December 2023  

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce, it began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wauneta-Palisade Veteran’s Day Celebration 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

GUESS WHO?? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month was: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Brandon & Brittney O’Neil 

 

 

 

 

  

CARDS CAN REACH MARILYN O’NEIL AT THE 

FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 

MARILYN O’NEIL 

1121 N 28TH ST 

BLAIR, NE 68008 

 

 



Church Worship Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                       Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 11:00 am MT                                                              Sunday 10:00 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

 

Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT 

                                                             
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW CHAMBER MEMBERS 
Wauneta Chamber President Mandi Kramer presents Brenda Anderson with Northwestern Mutual and Megan 
West of Bloom Marketing & Design with their first dollar certificate. 
Congratulations! 

 
 



WAUNETA CARE & THERAPY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

CALLING ALL VETERAN’S 
ALL MEMBERS OF: 

VETERAN’S OF FOREIGN WARS,  AMERICAN LEGION, 
ALSO ALL NON MEMBERS ARE NEEDED AT A MEETING 

ON JANUARY 9TH, 2024 
COMMUNITY BUILDING 

WAUNETA AT 7:00 PM MT 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WAUNETA CHAMBER OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE AWARD 
 

The Wauneta Chamber would like to congratulate the staff at Wauneta Crossroads for 

being nominated for the Outstanding Customer Service Award!!  They were nominated 

because, "The whole staff is always greeting and helping!"  Keep up the good 

work!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Season’s Greetings, All!  
 
The Library would like to remind all 
families with littles (and teens) that we 
are hosting a Santa Saturday event on 
December 2nd, from 1-3pm. We will be giving away several new books 
(some pictured here!), as well as offering at least one book to each 
child from our weeded, well-loved children’s collection to take 
home. There will be cookies and cocoa, letter-writing to Santa, 
decorating and story time! Come join us the first Saturday in 

December!           
 
We here at the Library have decorated for the season and are feeling 
the Holiday Spirit! Check out the new additions to our collection including a brand new set of 20 Dr 
Seuss classics, Colleen Hoover’s It Ends With Us and It starts With Us, Anthony Doerr’s All the Light 
We Cannot See, Bonnie Garmus’ Lessons in Chemistry, an Elizabeth Berg Trilogy including The Story of 
Arthur Truluv, Black Cake by Charmaine Wilkerson and numerous books from the Kate Burkholder series 
by Linda Castillo (this last series all ordered in large print).  
 
Please feel free to come help yourself to a coffee or cocoa in The Nook and enjoy our serene Holiday 
atmosphere. We look forward to seeing you here.  
 
Read on, friends. We’ll see you at The Library.  
 
Amanda Ziegler  
 
Library Director  



Recipes by Rhonda 
 
Pig Shots 
 
1 pound smoked sausage or kielbasa sausage, cut into ¾ inch 
chunks 
12 ounce thick cut bacon 
4-ounce cream cheese, room temperature 
¼ cup sour cream 
1 jalapeno, stem, seeds removed, diced 
½ cup sharp cheddar cheese 
½ teaspoon Slap Ya Mama seasoning 
¼ cup BBQ Sauce 
1/8 cup honey 
1 ½ teaspoon brown sugar 
Jalapeno slices 
 
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. 
In a small bowl, mix BBQ sauce, honey and brown sugar together.  Set aside. 
Cut bacon in half and wrap each piece of smoked sausage with a strip of bacon. 
Place into a muffin pan or use a toothpick to hold together and place on a baking sheet. 
In a medium bowl, mix crem cheese, sour cream, diced jalapeno, sharp cheddar cheese and 
seasoning together until combined. 
Add mixture to a quart size baggie and clip the corner. 
Squeeze cheese mixture onto the top of each sausage. 
Add a sliced jalapeno on the top and then brush each pig shot with the honey BBQ 
mixture. 
Bake in the oven for 4-45 minutes or until the bacon is crispy. 
Carefully remove from the oven and enjoy. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public 

Schools was convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 6:01 pm MT on November 13, 2023, in 

the Central Office, Wauneta Attendance Center, PO Box 368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved 

method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of 

Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of the meetings and 

advance notification to the listed media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this 

meeting was provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the 

Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 

hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 

 

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open 

Meeting Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the public. 

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

 

I. Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm MT. 

 

I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. President Sandman led The Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

I.2. Posting Verification. Maris and Sandman verified the posting of the meeting. 

 

I.3. Open Meeting Act Notice 

I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call. Roll call was taken. Present Board Members: Hondo Fanning, John Jutten, Laurie Maris, Aaron McKinney, 

Allison Sandman, and Marty Wheeler. 

III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. None 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments Pertaining to the Agenda. None 

V. Discussion Items 

V.1. Superintendent Evaluation. The annual superintendent review begins in December with results in January. 

 

 

 

 

V.2. Building Updates. Geier updated the board on the building and renovation project progress. The cement will be 

poured this week, transformer should arrive this month, and they are working to have the glass installed as soon as 

possible. 

. 

VI. Action Items 

VI.1. Approval and Signing of 10/9/2023 Regular Meeting Minutes. To approve and sign the minutes from 10/9/2023 

regular meeting passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 



 

VI.2. Approval of BD Pay App #9. To approve BD pay application #9 of $173,074.12 passed with a motion by Hondo 

Fanning and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.3. Approval of District Expenditures and Monthly Budget Reports. To approve the district expenditures of Payroll: 

$300,537.52, GF Accounts Payable: $104,795.62. BF Accounts Payable: $210,318.99, QCPUF Accounts Payable: 

$13,946.25 for a total of $629,598.38 and accept the monthly budget reports as presented. passed with a motion by 

Laurie Maris and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VII. Policy Review. None. 

 

VIII. Administrative Reports 

VIII.1. Superintendent Report. Geier attended ESU 15 superintendent meeting last week and Elizabeth Teigtmeier of 

Nebraska State School Board was in attendance. She is working to address the teacher shortage.  

 

VIII.2. Principal Report. Frecks shared PT conferences were well attended in elementary and JH and high 

school.  Annual Halloween costume parade was well attended, Friday hosted Veterans Day event in both buildings. PLC 

update that teachers are working through the Art of Teaching book and completing tasks. Music teacher is excited to 

arrive in December. Winter sports practice began today.  Johansen and Frecks are teaching a mini course to eighth grade. 

FFA CDE #1 is Thursday in Curtis, taking 29 students to compete. 

 

VIII.3. ESU 15 Report. Sandman reported that ESU 15 working on 2024-2026 Negotiations, nearly finalized. 

 

VIII.4. NASB Report.  State Convention is this week. 

X. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None 

XI. Next Regular Meeting. Monday, December 11, 2023, at 6:00 pm MT/7:00 pm CT in Wauneta. 

 

XII. Adjourn. President Sandman adjourned the meeting at 7:13 pm MT. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marj Rundback 

Recording Secretary 

 

Dated this November 13, 2023 

Chase County School District #536 

a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 

 

 

By: ____________________  Attest: ____________________ 
      Board Secretary               Board President 

 

Village of Wauneta, Nebraska 

 
 
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wauneta, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 6:30 p.m. on 
November 14, 2023, at the Wauneta Village Office. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 



Chairman Johnston publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for 
review. 
 
Present: C Walgren, B Goings, R Einspahr and P Johnston. Absent: B Kramer. 
 
Guests: Arlan Wine (Village Attorney), Stacy Priebe (Edward Jones), Lonnie & Sheila Alexander and Leanne Klein (Wauneta EMS).  
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Imperial Republican on Nov 9, 2023. Notice of this meeting 
was simultaneously given to the Chairman and all the Trustees. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened 
meeting was open to the attendance of the public.   
 
Board approved the minutes of the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on Oct 10, 2023.  
 
Board approved the Treasurer’s Report (Oct) and approved bills (Nov) as presented.  
 
Stacy Priebe, Edward Jones, reviewed the investment portfolios for the Chateau Theatre and made recommendations to the Village 
Board to change the current structure. The Board voted to change the structure of the investments with Edward Jones from “Advisory 
Solutions” to “Guided Solutions”, and to reiterate that the Village Clerk and the Chairman of the Board are the authorized signers. 
This would allow the local Edward Jones office to manage the portfolio.   
 
Board member Einspahr introduced Ordinance No. 2023-03, an ordinance to vacate a part of Center Street, between Lot 1, Block 1 
and Lot 1, Block 2, Sunrise Heights Addition. Clerk Skelton read the Ordinance by title: 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF WAUNETA, NEBRASKA, TO VACATE A PART OF CENTER STREET, BETWEEN LOT 1, 
BLOCK 1, SUNRISE HEIGHTS ADDITION AND LOT 1, BLOCK 2, SUNRISE HEIGHTS ADDITION TO THE VILLAGE OF 
WAUNETA, CHASE COUNTY, NEBRASKA; RESERVING A RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR PUBLIC UTILITIES; PROVIDING FOR 
REVERSION OF THE OWNERSHIP THEREOF: TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS OR PARTS THEREOF IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE. 
 
The Board suspended the Statutory Rule requiring reading on three different days of said Ordinance. The Board then passed and 
adopted Ordinance No. 2023-03. 
 
Board authorized Hunter Heating & Cooling to install an air conditioner and furnace in the Ambulance Building Office area based on 
quote in the amount of $14,950.00; and to refurbish 2 existing tube heaters in the bay area for an estimated cost of $2,000.00.  
 
Einspahr and Johnston reviewed Financial Reports (Sept) and the Nursing Home Committee Meeting Report with the Village Board.  
 
Board approved the renewal of Group Health Insurance as presented (BCBS) for the Nursing Home.  
 
Board approved a wage increase for Gary Hunt, Nursing Home Maintenance Supervisor, as recommended by WCTC Administration.  
 
The Board reviewed the Sheriff’s Report for October 2023. 
 
Board approved an invoice from Maguire Iron, in the amount of $78,900.00, for work done through October 30, 2023 (cleaning and 
painting the water reservoir). 
  
Board approved sharing cost 50/50 with the Wauneta Chamber for the cost of candy for Santa Saturday.  
 
Lawless and Skelton gave the Village Board an update on the status of identified Nuisance properties. 
 
Clerk’s Report was given by Skelton.   
 
Superintendent’s Report was given by Lawless. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
 
Page Johnston, Chairman 
Evelyn Skelton, Clerk 
 

NOTE: 

A complete text of the minutes, Resolutions and Ordinances are on file in the office of the Village Clerk, and are available for 

public inspection during regular business hours. 



 
 
 
Business Open Houses on November 27th had good attendance. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The families of Tillie Lucas would like to thank the doctors, nurses, emt’s & Liewer funeral home for 
taking care of mom. Thank you for the texts, cards, phone calls, messages, food & memorials and 
coming to Mom's service. We appreciate all of your support and prayers in this sad time. Mom is in a 
good place with family and no longer in pain. 
Families of 
Rick, Tena and Dena 
 

 

Watkins products for sale. I have taken over selling Watkins for Tillie Lucas. Please call 

Dena Lucas at 308-883-5452. If you need anything. I have most on hand! 

 
CHRISTMAS MINI MARKET WAS ON NOVEMBER 28TH AND WAS A BIG HIT! 
CONGRATULATIONS KIDS! SO MUCH TALENT! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 


