
WAUNETA HAPPENINGS APRIL 2026  
Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce. It began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to keep the people informed about what is happening in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, stories, 
or pictures, please get in touch with a Chamber member.  

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To donate, please send it to the Wauneta Chamber, P.O. Box 211, Wauneta, NE 69045. Thank you to all who have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 
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Crossroads Hardware 

The Wauneta Chamber of Commerce is proud to recognize Crossroads Hardware as this month’s Business of 

the Month for April 2026. Owned and operated by Tracy and Janice Haarberg, Crossroads Hardware has 

become a reliable and valued resource for the Wauneta community in just three and a half years. 

Located conveniently at 35 East Hwy 6, Crossroads Hardware was built out of both personal experience and a 

clear community need. Tracy shared that the idea came from frequently having to leave town to find parts 

while maintaining his car wash. Recognizing that others likely faced the same challenge, the Haarbergs set out 

to create a local solution—one that would save time and better serve the people of Wauneta. 

Today, Crossroads Hardware offers a wide range of products to meet everyday needs. From pipe fittings 

(galvanized and black pipe), bolts, nuts, and screws to plumbing and electrical supplies, paint, stains, yard and 

garden items, and cleaning products, the store strives to carry essential items for both homeowners and 

professionals. Customers can also find automotive supplies, pet food, grill pellets, Forney welding supplies, 

hand tools, select power tools, and even canning supplies. 

While the store may be small, its mission is mighty: to provide as many useful and necessary items to the 

community as possible. And if something isn’t on the shelf? The team is always willing to help by placing 

special orders. Orders are placed weekly on Mondays and typically arrive by Friday, ensuring customers can 

still get what they need without leaving town. 



Crossroads Hardware is supported by a small but dedicated team, including Tracy Haarberg and Donny Allen, 

who work hard to provide friendly, knowledgeable service to every customer who walks through the door. 

The business has experienced steady growth since opening, something the Haarbergs attribute to the strong 

support of the Wauneta community. “We would like to thank the community of Wauneta for the support they 

have shown, as we have seen substantial growth since opening. We look forward to continuing to serve our 

community,” they shared. 

Looking ahead, Crossroads Hardware is expanding. A new building is being added to allow for better 

organization and increased space, making room for even more products to meet the evolving needs of the 

community. 

For Tracy, one of the most rewarding parts of the business has been reconnecting with the community on a 

regular basis. That personal connection is evident in the way customers are treated—not just as customers, 

but as neighbors. 

Crossroads Hardware is a perfect example of how small businesses play a big role in keeping rural 

communities strong. Their commitment to convenience, service, and community makes them truly deserving 

of this recognition. 

Congratulations to Crossroads Hardware on being named Wauneta Chamber Business of the Month! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                          



 

 



 

 



 



 



  



 



 



 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                       

 

 

 

 

Fun Bear Facts…  Hibernation is a state of “torpor” or deep sleep, 

which they use to avoid starvation during the winter. Their heart rates drop 

from 40 beats per minute to 8 beats per minute. They stop eating, drinking, 

and relieving themselves to conserve energy. Mama bears will rouse 

themselves to do the small act of giving birth. Her cubs are exceptionally 

small, helpless, blind, and covered in fine hair, weighing only 8 to 16 ounces 

(0.5-1 pound). The cubs will nurse from their sleeping mom until she wakes 

up in the spring. By this time, cubs typically weigh 4 to 20 pounds, depending 

on the species and environment. That’s really paw-off motherhood! 

Bears possess a nasal mucosa 100 times larger than a human’s, allowing them 

to smell food from miles away. And despite their heavy build, bears can run 

up to 40 mph, fast enough to catch a horse. Bears are bowlegged. This gives 

them better grip and balance. A polar bear can swim up to 100 miles without 

resting. 

Bears are very smart and have been known to roll rocks into bear traps to set 

them off and eat the bait safely. Unlike many mammals, bears can see in 

color.                Next Month Fun Penguin Facts                                   



Church Worship 
Service  
Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                        
162 W Wichita, Wauneta  
Sunday 11:00 am MT 
 
God’s Missionary Church 
114 S. Otoe Str, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm 
MT 
 
 St. John Catholic Church 
499 S Arikaree Ave, 
Wauneta 
Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 
 
Hamlet Union Church 
411 Breeze St., Hamlet 
Sunday 10:45 am CT 
 
St Paul Lutheran Church  
33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:00 am MT 
 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
233 S. Arapahoe Ave. 
Wauneta 
Sunday 8:30 am MT 
                                              
SW Nebraska Holiness 
Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta                        
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm      



 



 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


