
       WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

 APRIL 2025  

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce, it began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 

WELCOME------- 
NEW CHAMBER 
MEMBERS! 

Southwest Nebraska News, LLC 
Gypsy and Bob Emerick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sinners Truck Alignment 
Frank & Ayla Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



GUESS WHO??  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month was: 
 

 

 

 

 

From left: Marlon Berry, Ron Berry, Rich Keiser, Lon 
Weimer, Lee Denker, Bill Bischoff 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIBRARY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Worship Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                       Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 11:00 am MT                                                              Sunday 10:000 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

 

Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT  
 
 
 
 

 

                                                

  
  

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RECIPES BY RHONDA 

 

Easy 30-Minute Homemade Chicken Tortilla Soup  

10 small corn tortillas cut into ¼ inch wide strips 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

1 teaspoon kosher salt or to taste 

Soup 

2 TBSP olive oil 

1 Cup Sweet Vidalia or yellow onion peeled and diced small (about 2 

medium onion) 

1 large jalapeno pepper (about 4 to 5 inches long, diced very small (the 

seeds are where the heat in concentrated; included or discard them based on 

preference) 

4 garlic cloves peeled and finely minced 

32 ounces 4 cups low sodium chicken broth 

2 14.5 ounce can black beans drained and rinsed 

2 cups shredded cooked chicken (use store bought rotisserie chicken to save time; or roast or cook your own chicken or 

use other leftover chicken you have on hand) 

1 ½ cups corn (I used frozen straight from the freezer, or use canned corn that’s drained, or fresh may be substituted) 

1 TBSP lime juice plus more to taste if desired 

1 TBSP chili powder 

2 tsp cumin 

2 tsp salt or to taste 

1 tsp black pepper 

1 tsp smoked paprika (regular paprika may be substituted) 

¼ tsp cayenne pepper 

1/3 cup fresh cilantro leaves finely minced 

Diced avocado for serving 

Shredded cheese optional for serving 
Sour cream optional for serving 

Instructions 

Make the Tortilla Strips 

1. Preheat oven to 375F and line a baking sheet with a Silpat or foil to save cleanup time. 
2. Loosely scatter the tortilla strips, evenly drizzle with olive oil, evenly sprinkle with kosher salt, toss with 

hands to coat evenly, and bake for about 15 to 18 minutes or until crisp and lightly golden brown; set 
aside. 

3. While strips bake, begin making the soup. 
Make the Soup 

1.  To a large Dutch oven or stockpot, add t TBSP olive oil and heat over medium high heat to warm. 
2. Add the onion, jalapeno, and sauté for about 5 minutes, or until vegetables begin to soften. Stir 

intermittently. 
3. Add the garlic and sauté for 1 to 2 minutes.  Stir intermittently. 
4. Add the chicken broth, tomatoes and juice, black beans, chicken, corn, lime juice, chili powder, cumin, 

2 tsps salt, pepper, smoked paprika, optional cayenne pepper, and bring to a boil. 
5. Allow mixture to boil gently for about 5 to 7 minutes.  If at any point the overall liquid level looks low or 

you prefer your soup to have more broth, add 1 to 2 cups of water; you’ll adjust the salt and seasoning 
levels at the end. 

6. Add the cilantro and boil 1 minute. 
7. Taste soup and add salt to taste.  This will vary based on how salty the chicken broth, tomatoes, black 

beans, and rotisserie chicken are, and personal preference.  Make any necessary seasoning 
adjustments. 

8. Ladle soup into bowls, top with tortilla strips to taste, optionally furnish with avocado, cheese and/or 
sour cream; serve immediately. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THANK YOU!!!!!! 

Thank you to Harchelroad Motors Ag and Beau Yoder for helping unload/load Orphan 

Grain Train Trailer. 

Southwest Nebraska Mercy Meals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come in and try one of 

our new spring 

specials!Meadowlark 

Lane 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Village of Wauneta, Nebraska 

 
 
Discussions held prior to official meeting (prior to quorum): 
 
Michael Hoback, AMGL, gave a presentation and reviewed the financial statements and audit report for the Village of Wauneta, for 
the year ending September 30, 2024. Hoback went through the report in detail with the present Board members. Hoback also reviewed 
several benchmarking ratios to show how the Village of Wauneta compares to towns with comparable populations. 
 
RaNae Richardson and Kerchal gave a report of the Jan 2025 Wauneta Care and Therapy (WCTC) Financial Reports and Committee 
Meeting. 
 
Sheriff’s Report (Feb 2025) was reviewed with Deputy Mike Dukes. 
 
Wauneta EMS members (Leanne Klein, Jason Arellano) were present.  A new ambulance has been ordered for Wauneta, which is 
larger than the current units.  Klein and Arellano presented requests/quotes for the following upgrades to the Ambulance Building.   

• Widen west bay door to accommodate new ambulance, $15,500.00 

• Replace lighting in the Ambulance bay, $960.00 

• Upgrade cabinets in supply room, $13,299.00 

• Repair damage to meeting room (due to roof leak), $885.00 
 
 
Official Board Meeting Minutes: 
 
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wauneta, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 7:50 p.m. on 
March 11, 2025, at the Wauneta Village Office. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Vice Chairman Rick Einspahr publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available 
for review. 
 
Present: C Walgren, K Kerchal, R Einspahr 
Absent: B Kramer, P Johnston 
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by posting in three locations within the Village. All proceedings hereafter shown 
were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
Board approved the minutes of the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on Feb 11, 2025; and the minutes of the 
special meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on Feb 21, 2025.  
 
Board approved the Treasurer’s Report (Feb) and approved bills (March as presented.  
 
Board approved the proposal from Nebraska Safety & Fire for monitoring equipment for the fire alarm panel (WCTC); $2.353.00 for 
the equipment and installation, and a $45 monthly monitoring charge.  
 
Board approved a wage increase for the Nursing Home Administrator (R. Richardson) salary.  
 
Board accepted and approved the proposal received from JK Energy Consulting, LLC, to complete a “Cost of Service/Rate Design 
Study” for the Electric Department.  The “Cost of Rate” study is $8,000.00.  
 
Board rescinded the previous motion to approve the wage increase for the Nursing Home Administrator Salary.      
 
The Board discussed ongoing nuisance properties, including vacant businesses on main street and follow- up letters to be sent to 
several residential properties.  
 
Clerk’s Report was given by Skelton.   
 
Superintendent’s Report was given by Lawless. 
 
Discussion held on possible upgrades/improvements to the Community Building, including equipment needs and street front upgrades 
(paint). 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
 



Rick Einspahr, Vice-Chairman  
Evelyn Skelton, Clerk 
 
 

NOTE: 

A complete text of the minutes, claims paid, Resolutions and Ordinances are on file in the office of the Village Clerk, and are 

available for public inspection during regular business hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools was 

convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 5:00 pm MT, on March 6, 2025, in the Central Office, Wauneta 

Attendance Center, 214 W Wichita, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved method for 

giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of 

the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of the meetings and advance notification to the listed media 

of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting was provided. Availability of the agenda was 

communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All 

proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to 

the attendance of the public. 

 

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open Meeting 

Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the public. 

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

 

I.Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 5 pm MT. 

I.1. The Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

I.2. Posting Verification. Maris and Sandman verified meeting posting. 

I.3. Open Meetings Act Notice 

I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call. Present: Allison Sandman, Marty Wheeler, Hondo Fanning, John Jutten, Laurie Maris. Absent: Aaron McKinney 

III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. None 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None 

V. Action Items 

V.1. Official Publication of the District. To change official publication of the district to the Hayes Center Times-Republican passed 

with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by Laurie Maris. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

V.2. Approve of BD Pay Application. To approve the BD pay application #24 of $13,808.96 passed with a motion by Hondo Fanning 

and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

V.3. Approval and Signing of February Meeting Minutes. To approve and sign the 2/10/2025 regular meeting minutes passed with 

a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

V.4. Approval of District Expenditures and Budget Reports. To accept the district's budget reports as presented and approve the 

district payables of Payroll $295,637.88; GF Payables $81,350.16, BF Payables (BD) $13,808.96 for a total of $390,797.00 passed 

with a motion by John Jutten and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

 



V.5. Accept Teacher Resignation. To accept the resignation of Melissa Duvel on effective 5/31/2025 and thank her for her years 

service to the district passed with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by Laurie Maris. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI. Policy Review. None 

VII. Administrative Reports 

VII.1. Superintendent Report. Geier shared that Thursday is the end of the third quarter, Friday no school (spring break), 3/28 No 

School (PD), Wednesday RPAC Exec meeting in McCook, NRCSA 3/20-21. April 15th OAC Meeting. 

VII.2. Principal Report. Frecks shared that ESU 15 Principal meeting tomorrow about teacher certification, Hosted the Spelling Bee 

on 2/19 Natalie Walker was the winner. Words coaching today with reading instructors and will be here on 3/28, school 

improvement team have been working hard to analyze reading data, winter sports are complete, Kreyton Wiese and David Bryner 

both qualified for state wrestling, Kreyton finished 6th.  Over 40 student athletes are participating in track this spring. 

VII.3. ESU 15 Report. Sandman shared that ESU 15 meets tomorrow at Noon CT, updates on the legislative session will be shared, 

upcoming external visit on April 15-17, and NRCSA is March 20-21. 

VII.4. NASB Report. Upcoming Events: Open Meetings Law Workshops 3/26 Kearney, Finance Workshops 4/16 Kearney, Amplified 

Finance Workshop 3/27 Kearney 

VIII. Executive Session  

VIII.1. Enter into Executive Session. To enter into executive session at 5:55 pm MT for the purpose of personnel passed with a 

motion by John Jutten and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VIII.2. Return to Open Session. To return to open session at 6:40 pm MT passed with a motion by John Jutten and a second by 

Laurie Maris. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

IX. Next Regular Meeting. Next meeting is April 14, 2025, at 5 pm MT/6 pm CT. 

X. Adjourn. To adjourn 6:46 pm MT passed with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marj Rundback, 

Recording Secretary 

 

Dated this March 6, 2025 

Chase County School District #536 

a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 

 

 

By: ____________________  Attest: ____________________ 

      Board Secretary               Board President 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FANNING AUCTION-SAVE THE DATES…………………………………………………. 

 

Saturday April 12- Jerome and Eleanor Muths Collectibles and Household 
Auction.  Held in Imperial Nebraska at the Chase Co. Fair Grounds 
 
Sunday May 4th- Harold (Peco) and Doretta Anderson Estate Household 
Auction, Held in Wauneta, Nebraska. 
 
For the Sale bills go to 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.fanningauction.com__;!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!1TsyMO2Rv64VIpDQiIvD
Au2uuhthgQc4zrndt1_hGZ8B8SMwovcF6Xe4lw6xvnbFSvsn94ehTnfRbg$  

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.fanningauction.com__;!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!1TsyMO2Rv64VIpDQiIvDAu2uuhthgQc4zrndt1_hGZ8B8SMwovcF6Xe4lw6xvnbFSvsn94ehTnfRbg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.fanningauction.com__;!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!1TsyMO2Rv64VIpDQiIvDAu2uuhthgQc4zrndt1_hGZ8B8SMwovcF6Xe4lw6xvnbFSvsn94ehTnfRbg$
https://mylittlepencilcase.blogspot.com/2019/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

